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SUBJECT: LEBANESE LABORERS TO WORK IN ISRAEL 

1 . AS PART OF THE OPEN BORDER POLICY WHICH IS OPERATING IN 
LIMITED FASHION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND SOUTHERN LEBANON (SEE TEL 
AVIV 5163), DEFENSE MINISTER PERES REQUESTED AND OBTAINED 
CABINET APPROVAL ON JULY 25 FOR HIRING ON A TEMPORARY BASIS 
SOME LEBANESE TO WORK IN ISRAEL DURING THE CURRENT HARVEST 
SEASON. EOLLOWING THE CABINET DECISION, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
GIIRFJ. OF THE LABOR MINISTRY VISITED BOTH JEWISH AND ARAB 
SETTLEMENTS IN NORTHERN ISRAEL TO DISCUSS THEIR LABOR NEEDS 
AND THEIR REACTION TO THE PROPOSAL. ON THE BASIS OE HIS 
REPORT, PERES AND LABOR MINISTER BARAM AGREED 
JULY 29 TO RECRUIT A GROUP OF 100 LEBANESE WITHIN THE NEXT 
WEEK TO WORK IN THE ORCHARDS AND EORESTS OE NORTHERN GALILEE. 
THEIR EMPLOYMENT WILL BE ARRANGED BY THE MINISTRY OE LABOR 
AND THEY WILL BE PAID AT WAGE RATES SPECIFIED BY THE CURRENT 
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WILL BE PERMITTED TO CHANGE THE ISRAELI POUNDS THEY EARN 
INTO LEBANESE CURRENCY AND/OR TO PURCHASE SUPPLIES IN 
ISRAEL TO TAKE BACK ACROSS THE BORDER. 

2. DESPITE THE OBVIOUS GREAT NEEDS OE THE LEBANESE 
POPULATION, THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES DO NOT EXPECT A LARGE 
NUMBER OE LEBANESE TO SEEK SUCH EMPLOYMENT BECAUSE OE THEIR 
EEAR OF POSSIBLE TERRORIST REPRISALS AGAINST THEIR FAMILIES. 
ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS, THE NUMBER OE LEBANESE PATIENTS 
SEEKING MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AT THE METULLA IDE DISPENSARY 
HAS RECENTLY DECLINED, AND IDF SOURCES ARE QUOTED IN 
THE PRESS AS ATTRIBUTING THIS TO RECENT PLO REPRISAL THREATS 
TO ANYONE ACCEPTING ISRAELI HELP. 
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